" The Religious W o rld in 1961 " which appeared in the December issue of the monthly bulletin of the Soto Sect of Zen Buddhism, one of the largest Buddhist sects in Japan. The author of the article is the Reverend Shuten Oisni，a Zen priest of the Soto Sect who is currently executive secretary of (he U nion of New Religious
Organizations in Japan and editor of its weekly newspaper. A ll the direct quotations in this review, whether credited or not，are from his article,)
GENERAL

Interfaith Organizations
Everyone at all familiar with religions in Japan knows in a vague sort of way at least that there are Shinto shrines, and 
Religious Situation in General
Religious organizations in Japan-shrines, temples, and churches-report the number of their adherents as approxi mately 140 million. The total may even be as large as 150 million, which is probably something of world record! Of course, not all those counted will admit that they are ad herents. Some may even deny it. But that does not matter.
In a population of less than 95 million, a very large number of people very obviously are considered to be adherents of two or more religious bodies, which are very often of different traditions such as Buddhism and Shinto, or perhaps even Christianity.
The problem of what constitutes religion, and whether Bud dhism or Shinto are religions, need not detain us here. Not a few thoughtful Christians are prepared to argue that Chris tianity itself, in its truest form, is not a religion but a way of life ! We are dealing here with religion in its broadest and, at the same time, its most concrete aspects, so we can leave the academic problem of what is religion for another In connection with the fifteenth anniversary of the As sociation^ founding ( February 3，1946 ) commendations were given to persons who had worked for the advancement of shrines and a five-year plan was adopted, which included pro Opinions differ in Buddhist circles as to the significance of these figures. Some argue that they are evidence of the con tinued vitality of the Buddhist faith, but others believe that the sightseeing aspect of the pilgrimage took precedence over the religious. Sightseeing has always been a factor in religious pilgrimages, so this should not be over-emphasized. The fact that the subject was discussed at all would seem to be signifi cant as indicating the degree of concern in Buddhist circles regarding the state of the faith. Soka Gakkai continues to be a major problem for much of the religious world. The numerous sects of Nichiren Bud dhism, which the organization regards as its prime object of proselytizing, appear to be greatly concerned, but the main victims are said to be ^mnto shrines and Christian churches, particularly those in the smaller cities, towns, and villages.
Besides an intensification of its propaganda, the organization has entered the foreign field and is endeavoring to make its particular form of Buddhism the world religion. In January and
February the new president, Daisaku Ikeda，together with a number of his followers, made an eighteen-day tour of South east Asia. In August, several high-ranking members visited North America for one month. In October a party, including the president, visited Europe for twenty days.
One particular group that is being exploited to the fullest extent by Soka Gakkai is the wives of American servicemen.
It is understood that as a result the organization is being in vestigated by American official agencies.
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Youth education is given great emphasis by this society.
For example, in November a mass meeting for young men at the National Stadium in Tokyo had an estimated attendance of 100,000, and a separate meeting for young women in Yo kohama had an estimated attendance of 70,000, At the Tokyo meeting it was declared that the ultimate object of Soka Gakkai's youth education program was " to let our youth become aware of their duties as soldiers of the nation, because Japan is the savior of the world and SoKa
Gakkai is the savior of our country."
In Although Soka Gakkai has selected Rissho Kcsei Kai, which has its headquarters in Nakano Ward, Tokyo, as a special object for its proselytizing and intends to crush it， there is no evidence that this campaign is meeting with success. In the past, ef forts of this sort have only resulted in increasing the strength of Rissho Kosei Kai.
The newer religious movements do not appear to have any thing to fear from Soka Gakkai, but for the so-called established religious denominations of Buddhism, Shinto, Christianity, and
Shinto shrines, which are more or less caught in a stereotype of activities，the situation is very serious. Generally speaking, they appear to be at a loss as to how to meet the Soka Gak kai attack.
The organization claimed that in August alone it added members from 80,000 additional households.
CHRISTIANITY
Christianity occupies a unique position among the religions of Japan. The membership of the churches is less than one percent of the total population, but the estimated number of those who regard themselves as Christians is about three million.
Moreover, the influence of Christianity in Japan is entirely out of proportion to its numerical strength. Many missionaries help churches but very few "run" them.
This is not said in order to belittle the service that mission aries are rendering to the Christian movement in Japan. Quite the contrary. But it must be recognized that, for the most part, the Christian movement in Japan is in the hands of the Japanese.
It has been said, for example，that the Tokyo Crusade " taught the Japanese how to conduct such a c a m p a ig n ， ， ，as if the Christians were entirely without experience in this field. This is incorrect. During the half-century before World War II Japanese Christian leaders were constantly conducting ex tensive campaigns. . There were great speakers in those days, and they secured many converts. Kanamori, Y amamuro, Nakada, Kagawa， to name only a few, could hold large audi ences with their Christian message. In present-day Japan there appears to be only one Christian leader, the Reverend Koji Honda, who is drawing large crowds ; but this is not because the Japanese don't know how to do it.
To be sure, the Christian movement does not have the funds to sponsor a crusade on the scale of the Tokyo Crusade, but this should not be interpreted as meaning that the foreigner is needed because the Japanese don't know how to do it.
N EW RELIGIO N S Although a great deal has been written about " new religions "
in Japan, the number of new religious organizations operating more or less on a national level，that can not be classified as In connection with the tenth annniversary of the founding of the Union of New Religious Organizations, a six-day seminar, at which outstanding scholars and religious leaders gave ad dresses on group organization and activities, was conducted in Tokyo in August, attended by 700 leaders.
At the same time a three-day seminar for youth was held in Tokyo attended by about 1,500 young people. Then, in November, with an attendance of 2,500 youth from all over the country, a " New Religions Youth O r g a n iz a t io n ， ， ，w as es tablished. It is estimated that the total membership of its affiliated bodies will exceed one m illion! The potential of these youth organizations has not yet been fully appreciated.
I 終
